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Chartered in 1969, the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Fisheries Society is a scientific and professional organization maintained by people 
interested in the conservation and enhancement of fishery resources.  The mission of the Chapter is to: (1) advance the conservation, 
development, and wise use of fishery resources for optimum use and enjoyment by all mankind; (2) provide a forum for formal and informal 
dissemination of scientific knowledge, research, and training in fisheries science, management, and production; (3) promote and evaluate the 
educational, scientific, and technical aspects of the fisheries profession; and (4) recognize outstanding contributions to the understanding, 
conservation, and/or wise use of Pennsylvaniaôs fishery resources.  In the conduct of our mission, we will strive to maintain an organizational 
structure that represents all members, provides opportunities for active participation and effective leadership, and generates the resources 

necessary to implement or continue Chapter activities and programs. 

2012-2013 Chapter Officers: 

 
President 
Fred Brenner 
Grove City College 
 
President-Elect 
Steve Means 
PADEP 
 
Past President 
Bob Ventorini 
PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Becky Dunlap 
Trout Unlimited 
 
ExCom 1 
Mary Walsh 
Western PA Conservancy 
 
ExCom 2 
Brian Ensign 
PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 
Student Representative 
Nick Bobich 
California University of PA 

 
 

Fall Technical Meeting ï Friday, October 26 
Please plan to attend our Chapterôs Fall Technical Meeting at Stackhouse.  Social hour 

starts at 6:00 p.m.  Business meeting (~ 7:00 p.m.) and invited speakers (~ 7:30 p.m.) 

will follow.  Invited speakers include Tim Schaeffer (PA Fish and Boat Commission) ï 

ñAsian carp threat in the Ohio Riverò; Carrie Blakeslee and Heather Galbraith (USGS 

Leetown Science Center) ï ñAssessing the link between American eel and eastern 

Elliptio populations in the Susquehanna River basinò; and Aaron McNevin (Mansfield 

University) ï ñAround the World in 15 minutes ï the context for U.S. commercial 

aquacultureò. 

The H.R. Stackhouse School (typically referred to  today as just ñStackhouseò) was initially 

constructed to serve as an administration building for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Board of 

Fish Commissioners.  Its opening on May 25, 1934 was coordinated with the first day of public 

fishing at Fishermanôs Paradise on Spring Creek.  The first use of the building was a Commission 

ñFish Warden Schoolò held August 28 through September 1, 1934.  Dedicated in the memory of Mr. 

H.R. Stackhouse, a former administrative secretary and acting executive director who served the 

Commission for 43 years.  Both Commission employees and Pennsylvania Chapter AFS executive 

committee members can reserve Stackhouse (at no cost!) for meetings and events.  Stackhouse 

features residence rooms, a kitchen and dining room, a library, recreati on areas, and a conference 

room. 

Summer Social Cancelled ï Again 
For the second year in a row, our Chapterôs Summer Social was 

cancelled due to a lack of interest of Chapter members.  In summer 

2011, we canceled the picnic planned by then President Tyler Wagner.  

This past summer, we cancelled the camping trip at Black Moshannon 

State Park that was devised by Past President Bob Ventorini.  

Hopefully, new President Fred Brenner can schedule an event that will 

entice enough Chapter members to prevent the trichotomy. 
Stackhouse in 1934. 
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Alicia Wells and Joshua Martz (background), students at 

Clarion University, and Josh Reffner (front left) and Nick 

Bobich (front right), students at California University of PA, 

attempt to extract tiny otoliths from specimens of the 

invasive Oriental weatherfish (or loach) (Misgurnus 

anguillicaudatus).  The fish were provided by workshop 

attendee Scott Wells, fisheries biologist with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC), Bureau of Fisheries Region 4 office in Stamford.  

This nonnative fish species has been observed by NYSDEC 

biologists in five waters across New York.  Nick was recently 

elected Student Representative for our Chapter. 

 

Jeff Hansbarger, workshop instructor, catfish expert, and 

fisheries biologist with the Wildlife Resources Section of the 

West Virginia Division of Natural Resourcesô District IV 

office in Beckley, steadies a 16,783 g (37 lb.) flathead catfish 

during otolith extraction.  The surgeons performing the 

excision are Brian Ensign (on saw) and Freeman Johns (on 

towel).  Brian and Freeman are fisheries biologists with the 

Fisheries Management Division (Area 2 in Tionesta and 

Area 1 in Linesville, respectively) of the PA Fish and Boat 

Commission.  Brian was recently elected Executive 

Committee Member for our  Chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otolith Workshop  
This past April, our Chapter hosted an otolith and aging 

workshop at the University of Pittsburghôs Pymatuning 

Laboratory of Ecology in Linesville.  Although only 32 AFS 

members registered, the workshop attracted fisheries 

professionals and students from Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 

Ohio, New York, Delaware, New Jersey, Virginia, Kentucky, 

and Iowa. 

 

In a very informal setting, the workshop proved to be a 

tremendous opportunity for professionals and students alike 

to learn and/or refine otolith extraction and preparation skills 

and aging techniques.  Workshop instructors included Jeff 

Miner, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chair of the 

Department of Biological Sciences at Bowling Green State 

University; Jeremiah Davis, M.S. Degree Candidate in 

Biology at Bowling Green State University; Jeff Hansbarger, 

Fisheries Biologist with the Wildlife Resources Section of 

the West Virginia Division of Natural Resourcesô District IV 

office in Beckley; Jesse Fischer, Ph.D. Candidate in Fisheries 

Biology with the Department of Natural Resource Ecology 

and Management at Iowa State University; Mike Hosack, 

Fisheries Biologist with the Fisheries Management Division 

of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commissionôs Lake Erie 

Research Unit; and Ryan Braham, M.S. Degree Candidate in 

Fisheries Biology with the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries Resources at West Virginia University. 

 

The workshop instructors shared decades of practical otolith 

experience over a variety of warmwater species with the 

attendees.  Workshop topics included different extraction and 

preparation procedures; age determinations; special 

techniques for channel catfish and flathead catfish; aging 

muskellunge using pelvic fin rays; low-speed Isomet saw 

techniques; extraction and preparation procedures for larval 

and juvenile lifestages; and preparation methods for otolith 

chemical analyses. 

 

All attendees felt the workshop was a very valuable 

experience.  Catherine Lim, fisheries biologist with the 

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 

suggested a future otolith workshop be held.  Some attendees 

even mentioned developing an Age and Growth Section with 

the Parent Society.  If any of these are of interest to you, 

please contact Past President Bob Ventorini at 

rventorini@pa.gov. 

mailto:rventorini@pa.gov
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Success!!!  After entering the otic capsule, one 

lapillus of the flathead catfish is found and captured.  

Such a tiny structure from a 37-pound beast.  This 

otolith revealed the fish was age 25. Left -to-right; Mike Hosack (PA Fish and Boat Commission), Matt Wolfe 

(Ohio Department of Natural Resources), Ken Anderson (PA Fish and Boat 

Commission), and Matt Gordon (Clarion University) enjoying madcap 

otolith workshop humoré..òWhy did the sagitta cross the microscope?  To 

get to the other slide!ò   

Cross-section of a flathead catfish lapillus, which are 

typically easier to read than otoliths collected from 

channel catfish.  What age did you determine?  Email 

rventorini@pa.gov for the consensus answer.   

Jeremiah Davis (Bowling Green State University) 

instructing  Scott Wells (New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation) on imaging software 

methods to enhance the resolution of otolith cross-

sections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otolith Workshop ï Continued 

mailto:rventorini@pa.gov
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Chapter Administers Student 

Travel Awards 
This past summer, our Chapter awarded $500 ñCooper Awardsò to 

two deserving graduate students to attend the AFS annual meeting 

this past August in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota.  This yearôs 

Cooper Award winners were Kelley Salvesen and Tyrell Deweber.  

Both are students of Tyler Wagner, Ph.D., Assistant Unit Leader of 

the Pennsylvania Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit at 

Penn State University. 

   

The Cooper Award was created by the Pennsylvania Chapter this 

year to honor the memory of the late Penn State Professor Emeritus 

of Zoology, and famed author of Fishes of Pennsylvania and the 

Northeastern United States, Edwin Lavern Cooper, Ph.D. 

 

Like one of the Parent Societyôs student awards, the Cooper Award 

recipients were determined from a writing contest to recognize 

students who are able to effectively communicate the value of 

fisheries research to the general public.  Student applicants were 

asked to submit a 500- to 700-word article explaining their own 

research, or a research project in their laboratory or 

college/university.  The winning articles were prepared in a 

journalistic style understandable to the general public.   

 

Kelleyôs article (presented on Page 7), ñLake trout reproduction and 

movement on the Niagara River, New Yorkò, describes her M.S 

degree research of working to quantify strain of origin for a sample of 

mature lake trout in the Niagara River, where two hatchery strains are 

currently stocked, and identify parental hatchery strain of naturally 

reproduced offspring.  Tyrellôs article (presented on Page 8), ñA 

beautiful fish in an uncertain futureò, summarizes his Ph.D. degree 

research investigating the potential impacts that climate and land use 

change may have on stream habitat and brook trout populations in the 

Eastern United States throughout the next century. 

 

 

 
 

Edwin Lavern Cooper, Ph.D., 1919ï2009. 

 

Kelley Salvesen, Penn State University. 

 

Tyrell Deweber, Penn State University. 
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ñIn The Spotlightòé..where we focus on our hard-

working Chapter members from four different arenas 

ï Agency, Academia, Industry, and Student.  For this 

issue of ñIn The Spotlightò, we highlight fisheries 

professionals operating in the Susquehanna River 

basin (other Pennsylvania river basins will be 

featured in upcoming issues).  

INTEL :  Geoff serves as the Susquehanna 

River Biologist for the Pennsylvania Fish 

and Boat Commissionôs Fisheries 

Management Division in 

Harrisburg.   Geoff holds a B.S. degree 

(2001) in Biology from Lycoming College 

and a M.S. degree (2007) in Biological 

Sciences from Marshall University.  The 

bulk of Geoffôs recent work has focused on 

the investigation of factors leading to 

disease in YOY smallmouth bass in the 

Susquehanna River basin.  Geoffôs favorite 

Pennsylvania native fish species is the 

western blacknose dace (Rhinichthys 

obtusus). 

 

INTEL :  Dr. Zimmerman is the Lowry 

Professor of Biology and the Director of the 

Lycoming College Clean Water Institute.  Dr. 

Zimmerman also directs the Environmental 

Science program at Lycoming College, where 

he teaches courses in Ecology, Aquatic Biology, 

Invertebrate Zoology, Environmental Science, 

and Tropical Marine Biology .  His research and 

publications deal with stream ecology and 

restoration, wetland ecology, and wastewater 

biology.  For the past three summers, he has 

directed summer interns in assessing headwater 

stream trout populations in the Pine Creek, 

Lycoming Creek, and Loyalsock Creek 

watersheds for the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commissionôs Unassessed Waters Program.  

Dr. Zimmerman holds a B.S. degree from 

SUNY in Cortland, and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees 

from Miami University.  Dr. Zimmermanôs 

favorite Pennsylvania native fish species is the 

brook trout ( Salvelinus fontinalis). 

 

INTEL :  Dr. Mangan is a Professor of 

Environmental Science and Biology at 

King's College where he chairs the 

Environmental Department.  He holds 

a B.S. degree (1982) in Biology from 

Penn State, a M.S. degree (1988) in 

Biology from Bloomsburg University, 

and a Ph.D. degree (1999) in Ecology 

from Penn State.  He is the founder and 

director of the Susquehanna River 

Institute, a non-profit organization 

devoted to research and education 

related to the Susquehanna.  Dr. 

Mangan's river research has focused on 

the ecology of insects, crayfish, 

mollusks, and fish; and lately he has 

been investigating pathways of mercury 

contamination in the river.  For the 

past three summers, he has assessed 

headwater stream trout populations for 

the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commissionôs Unassessed Waters 

Program.  Dr. Manganôs favorite 

Pennsylvania native fish species is the 

brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis). 

 

INTEL :  Doug serves as the Ichthyologist 

and Nongame Fisheries Biologist for the 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commissionôs 

Environmental Services Division in 

Pleasant Gap.  Doug holds a B.S. degree 

(2000) in Environmental Resource 

Management from Penn State and a M.S. 

degree (2004) in Fisheries Science from 

Penn State.  Dougôs primary duties are 

related to Commonwealth-wide fisheries 

conservation, species of special concern, 

invasive species, fish taxonomy, and 

community level fisheries assessments.  

Dougôs favorite Pennsylvania native fish 

species are all of them!  

 


